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.. WEAI,DI?N IRON RESFARCH GROUP 

1 SITE QUESTIONNAIRE 

I. Pield Work 

a. Site Nama (accepted name, derived from Strakfr or other 

J 
source - state which). P,G C+'LC CIWFQKD 

f- tVCYC. L ~ X V . ~ I  
b. National Grid Reference (2 letters, 6 figures). 

SU q 7 P I q l p  
c. Accessibility (state difficulties, or name of owner or amnt 

to whom any prior written application may be necessary) 

&A urrr)rlc4 .w- 

d. Owner, and tenant if let (see above also) 

e. Main features visible on the ground (state if these differ 
from published descriptions - due, for instance, to later 
ploughing or building). 

.. f . Are there any buildings, industriai, domestic or agricultural 
' *  apparently dating from the likely perlod of the site ? if 
I so, describe, give location, andany published descrtptions 

, . or references. 

. ~ 

g. Has the site been re-used (e.g. Corn mill) 

h. Surface finds. 

Iron 
ore hU' % . * A .  ...k 
Slags/cinders - what type ? if samnled, where kept ? Lbk 
Pottery t .4 .~ .  cr )nlr*ze . C F . ~ .  
Other - - - 



- 2 - 

j. Has any excavation, puhlished or unpublished. ever taken place ? 
Have you any details, in the case of unpr~hlished work, of the 
excavator or location of finds ? 

-1- 

k. IS THE SITE THREATENED IN ANY WAY ? 

'1. Othercoments. %L;H\ 

11. Documentary Work 

No questionnaire, particularly on dOCumentaTy material. can 
hope to be comprehensive. Collections of estate paners contain 
many miscellaneous and unpredictable items, which only examination 
of catalogues in the Record Office will disclose. 

The use of exact location of the site will often serve as a 
focus for search for scattered material whose existence might 
not always be expected. 

a. Bibliography: 

Published references to manuscript documpnt sorlrres: 
Have you discovered whether anyone has worked on quch sources ? 

b. Was the site ever part of a larne estate 7 

A m  archives from such an estate depositeri arcec;sihlv 7 

(These might comprise manorial records ( I I S P ~ I I ~  in the medieval 
period for relevant occupational surnames, follnrl in charters, 
leases, Views of Frankpledge, etc) estate acrorlnts, maps and 
surveys, deeds and leases, correspondence Ptr.) 

What dates 60 such collections - or isolated items - cover ? 

What are the main classes of record surviving ? 

c. Do Parish Registers survive for the localltv (16th centrlrv and 
after?). Do they refer to tho occupations of t h ~  persons named, 
or of their relations ? 

d. Have Wills and Probate Inventories for the area heen collected 
in the appropriate County Record Mfice ? 



e. Do any indioat ions  of t h e  site - e.g. f i e l d  naraes, ponds, - 
appear on t h e  t i t h e  appropriat ion nap kept i n  the  County 
Reoord Office f o r  the  area  ? 

I 

f . Persons found t o  have owned, leased o r  worked the  site (with 
da tes  and maximum d e t a i l s . )  

g. Supplementary infornation.  

111. Layout of S i t e  

Please  sketch the  v i s i b l e  f ea tu res  and a t t ach  any relevant  
photographs. . 
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AN EARLY IRON AGE CAMP IN PIPER'S 
COPSE, KIRDFORD 

BY S. E. WINBOLT 

IT is seldom that a practically complete earthwork of 
considerable size (330 ft. by 270 ft.) so successfully 
evades the notice of local archaeologists as this in 
Piper's Copse, Kirdford. Very few can have known, and 
these were strangely reticent about it. A. H. Allcroft, 
who missed very little in Sussex, was not cognizant of it 
(Earthworks of England). Yet it is plotted in (not quite 
accurately) on an 0.8. 6 in. sheet; and I have since dis- 
covered ( in Surrey A.C.) that H .  F. Napper knew of its 
existence in 1888, though the context shows that he 
regarded it as Roman, and on this hypothesis assumed 
a Roman road from Henly Hill to Rowhook. A search 
for this along the suggested line has been quite un- 
rewarded. We have some excuse, however, for missing 
it, as it is in a peculiarly remote district and completely 
hidden by hazels ; and except when these are cut, once in 
about twelve years, no one except a keeper in search of 
fox-earths is likely to see any part of the bank, and 
certainly not to view the work as a whole. The case of 
the Chichester Roman amphitheatre is quite another 
story; for, though plotted in on no map, it stands up 
boldly in a field quite close to the city wall, and more- 
over is traversed by a public footpath which ascends the 
west bank, descends into the arena, and then goes over 
the east bank. It is amazing that it was not identified 
before and put on the map, through all these centuries. 
The existence of an earthwork in Piper's Copse was 
reported to me in 1934 by the Misses Farmer, of Lox- 

I , , , ,  wood, with an indirect suggestion that it was of neo- 
, , 2 "  , " . h 17: .;" ." ' 7  lithic date. With the permission of Lord Leconfield, 

' ~ t  . - I .  I .  > . I 

Mr. G. H. Kenyon and I set about investigating. The 
, . , . !  openings of an old fox-earth into the bank showed 

I . , 

, < , 3 . . .. ( 1 ~ :  ! . . . . 
burnt clay and charcoal, and a moderate amount of 

\ . rr * C ,  d i  l: . . , ,  c. :.;: - 
? 
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spade work brought us down on to a red-burnt hearth, 
9 ft. from the inner edge of the bank (at the point 

'*marked in the plan) and 4 k from the surface. Scat- 

.A tered about on the hearth were six fragments of, ap- 9 
&.MAS.. parently, E.I.A. pottery of La TBne I11 (possibly 11) ,, d L .  type, and a neat flint flake, and there were a number 

of nodules of local (puddingstone) iron ore, some burnt, 

- m' 

C 
I%L- - - - - - - - - 

22 

Serfions throzrgh Bank & Ditch (see Plan) 

,.rz",.cJK:dd,.aq 

some unburnt. Close by, inside the area, were big 
chunks of ore, either on the surface or just below it. A 
hearth, probably of the latest period of the Early Iron 
Age (say, the last century B.c.), had been made, as in 
cases recorded elsewhere, well in the slope of the bank. 
It is probable that an examination of the bank would 
prove the existence of several other such hearths. There 
are, however, very few, if any, places in such a close- 
planted area where digging can be done: nowhere on 
the inner floor can one see more than a few feet ahead. 
But should funds and labour become available at  the 

is cut three or four 

years hence, the bank should be tested, and the fosse 
trenched in the few places where there is a comparatively 

Lear run. There is now no obvious entrance visible, but 
, was probably in the south-east portion where the 
ank has apparently been shovelled down into the ditch 
nd where the modern path enters the camp. This also 
,auld demand investigation. The evidence at present 
,, of course, exiguous, but the nature of the earthwork, 
hearth, the pottery in association, and the fact that 
le surrounding country is rich in iron ore (though of a 
loderate quality), having been worked in four furnaces 
F sixteenth-century date, seems to be fairly conclusive 
)r an E.I.A. date for the camp. This note is written 
that, if Mr. Kenyon and I fail to tackle the job, other 

Itending excavators in future may know what to 
~pect. 
The situation of the camp, about two miles east of the 

lwer slopes of Blackdown and on the Wealden level 
,.. 125 ft.), makes it exceptional. We know of Wealden 
camps on heights, e.g. Saxonbury and Dry Hill, where 
iron was worked; and there are others on the heights 
hinging the Weald, e.g. Holmbury and Hascombe, where 

on was worked. In the latter case an iron hearth was 
lade in the south fosse and into the bank (Surrey A.C. 
L. 89). Piper's Copse is the only place in Sussex known 

me where such a camp is situated on low ground. 
ere, however, there was the advantage of a fairly 
)pious stream close outside the camp. Hascombe, the 
:arest E.I.A. camp, is just six miles away to the north- 
~rth-east. One hardly sees why a camp should have 
:en made here for any other reason than for exploiting 
le local iron ore. The small size (15 acres) seems to pre- 

clude any idea of an ordinary township. Hascombe and 
Holmbury are better situated and very much bigger- 
the former 52 acres. Both these have some Roman- 
British remains ; and it is not altogether surprising that 
Roman-British shards have also been found at  Piper's 
Copse. The shape of the camp, a rough ovoid, was 
deliberate, i.e. not determined, as so often on hill-tops, 

Y. the nature of the ground: for, though along the north- 
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west side defensive advantage was taken of the steep 
slope to the stream, there was nothing in the levels 
elsewhere to prevent the defences from being con- 
structed on any predetermined plan, circular or 
rectangular. It is on a kind of promontory, but there 
was room to make the camp any shape desired. The 
oval was chosen, as for the earlier camp at  Saxonbury. 
For a camp of so small an area the bank and ditch are 
not inconsiderable, the average height of the crown of 
bank from the bottom of ditch now being 14 ft. (having 
been originally as much, perhaps, as 18 ft. or more), 
and the measure through hank and ditch averaging 62ft., 
precisely the same as that at  Hascombe (Surrey A.C. 
XI. 85). Piper's Copse may have been purely business 
premises ; if so, it is probably unique. 

ADDENDUM 
(August, 1936.) Since the above was written, the 

bank and fosse have been dug through, Mr. G. H. 
Kenyon kindly supplying the labour, at a point where 
the base of the bank gave a measurement of 25 ft. 6 in., 
and the top of the fosse in the same horizontal line 29 ft. 
8 in. This cut was close east of Section A on plan. No 
dating evidence was found, but it is clear that both sides 
of the fosse were dug out in two steps each, very much 
as was the case with the fosse at  Hascombe, probably 
to ease the work of men carrying baskets of earth. The 
bank was 5 ft. 10 in. high, and the fosse 6 ft. 3 in. deep. 
Digging at  a spot, close S. of Hearth on plan, in the 
area revealed points of interest. The water table was 
very high, only 18 in. down at the end of April, 1936. 
About a hundred fragments of pots were found evenly 
spread over 6 square yards, at depths varying from 12 to 
19 in., and these, mysteriously enough, were a 'mixed 
bag of medieval (mostly) and  oma an-British'%~any of 
them were beneath a layer of ston' selves just 
below the surface. There was also cl beech, 
common oak, and hawthorn (J. C. maby) under the 
stones, and close by lumps of baked clay and cooked 
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~ddingstones. The laid stones-puddiugstone, winkle- 
one, and sandstone-were in a line &7 ft. long and 1 4  ft. 
ide, and appear to have been laid over earlier debrls 
, stepping-stones over a very wet place. The geology 
!re is: 17 in. of clay top soil, below which is sand-very 
~d land agriculturally. Mr. F. H. Edmunds reports 
at  the iron ore is t,pical 'shrave', ' a  Pleistocene 
>posit, formed partly from gravel derived from the 

--astings Beds, and partly as a "bog ore". It is usually 
overlain by a few feet of re-sorted clay'. It contained 
'sufficient iron to smelt in the old Wealden Bloomeries'. 

4 
Mr. Kenyon has carefully examined the sharply falling 
stream-bank which forms the west side of the camp and 
continues for half a mile south. It is cut into irregular 
shelves and hollows, which appear to be diggings for the k 
---tddingstone ore, of what date it is difficult to say. So 

r, the scanty evidence seems to suggest iron working 
Early Iron, Roman-British, and Medizval times. 
A party of the Sussex Archaeological Society, with 

Dr. Eliot Curwen, has visited the site, and a few friends 
have suhscribed a small excavation fund. Further work 
will be done as soon as labour is available and woodland 

nditions permit, and I hope in my next report to have 
tter evidence for the various periods suggested. 



PIcIRTED M OREAT BRITAIN AT 

THE UNIVERSITY PRESS, OXFORD 

BY JOHN JOHNSON 
P R m m n  TO THE UNIVERSITY 









;EARL? IRON AGE CAMP IN 
,Wt" SSUSSIX 

:'"t'J- < j F +  'T7-f 
I.UE GI lid BY FOX 

Mr. 5. E. Winbolt writec:-An Early Iron 
Ago camp, roughly ovoid, has hecn idenriticd 
1) mile enq of Yorth Chapel, in  West Su\sci. 
li is in Piper's Copse, on Lord 1.econhrld's 
Isnd. a remote place known to w r y  fcw hut fox- 
honrcrr and thc men who periodically cul the 
under~rowth. 1-he carlliwork ir a bold hank and 
<lccpi*h ditch, in good condition except on the 
~u th -cas t ,  whcrc an attempt secms to have been 
m;dc to lcvel bank and dilch. h fox-eol-rh in the 
b:tnk gave thc cloc. For had choren n dry place 
\r,hcre a small iron-smelting hearrh had hrcn 
conslructed in the inner slope of the hank $81 ~ l l c  
norlh-we51 end. 

Red-burnr material, charcoal. small broken 
nodules of  l ow l  iron ore cslled poddinestanr. 

i and five fragments of La Tbnc Ill. potrcry. to- 

I gether with many hig lumps of ore claw I,?. icavc 
no douhl as l o  the orirrinnl purpore i!nd datc of  
this curiously reticent earthwcrk. I t  lie.; on I Wenlden levcl (c. IZOfl.) ahour two miles from 
the eastern rlopc of Blackdown, is near a good- / sized stream flowing into tbe Arun through Kird- 
ford and Wishornueh, and in country r id)  in iron 1 on: 01 modcrate qoal8Iy. Lnre mcdicval iron 
furnace$ .and forge- are 311 around, the ncarcrt 
being M~IcIIcII Park (5ixtecnfh ccnlory), a goaricr 
of s mile north-a'cct of the camp: and tllc iron 

i \rorks of Shillinglee, Ebernw, and Roondwyck 
arc i~ll closc. Woodland condilions make further ' inve5tigsrion cacecdingly difliiult. The dimrn- 

%ion- of ihe camp from out\ldes or thc bnnk are 
a l i l l l r  o\,cr 10011. ib) 27011., the inncr arcs corn- 
jpri\iils itl>out I ; acrc. From hottom of dilch to 
crnitw ol rampart u,herc hcst pre~enrcd i< 1411. 

Such Lady Iron Ace camps arc known on ' 
lheichr.; frincing lhc Waald. as  at tlolmhury and 
Il:t~comhe, and on Ilills in thc Weald. as a1 
Saronhury and Drv Hill, hul thir wnuld itppear to 
he ;I ilniqoe ehilmplc on Weinldcn Icvcl. I t  i% now 
hecoo~ins n commonplace thal itlmost always 
whel-c there were medicwl avd Tudor iron fur- 
nrccr thcy were preceded by Komnn and Ccl~ic 







123er0s Cop- camp.Nor';hchapel. S.U. 9780.2955. 

This camp re4 e-d.pl-d and sectioned by M o l t  md n p x b l i  in& 1955/8. 
1. 

and a brief interim report. was printea. An aadltional shC& note on the cemp 
1 

and its amaranae on m i o u s  maps fnxn $he 17th centqy ornard. mm *tad in 

S.N.Q. XIV. p.59. 

Some further deta i ls  wed bringing up t o  date. I was wrong in suggesting i n  

~linbolt'a report (p. 249) tht the irregular &elves and h o l l m  i n  the sharply 

fal l ing stream bank t o  the weat of the camp 'appear t o  be diggings for the 

puddingstone ore". They have since bt=-.n shewn t o  be part of extensive m n g  i 
2 

for Susaex or Petworth marble ()aludi~ limsstone). On p.246 Tinbolt refsrs to  ' 

a hearth inaide the bank. In The Wms of 5th August 1935 ha deadbad it 88 

d l  iron -malting hearth. Today in addition t o  iron ore uw w l d  mqldre 

x -  
 ant trams of k m  blo3~x-y cinder as evidenoe of iron naking. We found &. ,\ 

A few amclps of E.I.A. ARC pottery were Poand i n  the hearth som Of a c h  are 
- 

now i n  tho Sode t jOa  museum a t  bwos! The hearth had been disturbed by tbe w: 
4 

making of an l r r t i i i o id  fox earth roofed d t h  8 slab of Susoex marble. 

1. S.A.C. 77. p.aQ5. 

2. See aleo S.A.C. 99. p.lM. (A). 
5. S.A.C. 86. p. XXXM. 

4. Somtbm i n  the last century when foxes worn scraroe i n  this dis t r io t , thej  

wera said t o  have been imported froa the shires. This earth raa in u w  and 1 
three times in an hour a fox cams along t o  see what I re4 up to. 

G. Ii. Kenya. 



Iron Pear 'Tree F m .  - .  Kir -for 2. ,111ingshurst. 

l&ny thanks f o r  yr phone c a l l  re .  Pipers camp. 

Then I cane home d t e r  the wer 1 sorted out the few signif icant  

gave then t o  museums. T e  only two surriving scraps of 

I sent t o  our museum a t  Barb.liouse. see / SAC. 
then Loll-on E.hs. I think 

I hope they are t r rceable  ,so they can be checke2, 

think Cecil Cumen sax the ?arb House ones. for.:er s a i -  L2 Tene I11 an' Curwen ABC. 

I shoul' be very in te res le -  t o  hear r-cent o9nion. 

8crep-s o' -'e-'ievel pot 1 st i l l  hove,as tr y 'iT not seem impovtant. Please 
them 

l e t  me know i f  yoyou ~van tk thene j ; e  I shell  ?rob. bury then with other t r i f l i ~ g  

s i t e  fefuse. Plainly so?leo?e l ived i? the camp a ,+her- apvear t o  be foun7ations 

o f  possibly timber frame' hovel insiQe ';be ce.mp. 'The name on th-  c.1650 map 

of Jomane I'er~iing's Toft s u ~ g e s t s  this. A t  the time the EIA. p o t  seeme t o  me 

valuable so I sent it t o  Barb.Souse. The whole of t : i s  l e t t e r  &c nay be o: sw?e 

04 
v d u e  t o  iVlR Gp. if so please f i l e  it or  thrar ib e.wr.y or  it t o  Oven3en . Ei 

r 
I norinally corespo3- with h i m  'as I m, i n  h i s  "area". but thought as t h i s  was 

prehistory an3 you ha2 v i s i t e '  the camp ,it mi;ht go t o  you. Pljease sor t  out this. 

I lookeq out what I bar( l e f t  on Pipers an$ as i t  is spare I enclose it a s  a f i n a l  

d e e r  up,for th?  WIP gp t o  h-ep $ g m n t  it. 

1. An o "print of '..il:? brief pa:J-Jer i ' i  SAC. 77. p. 245. 13::. 

2. a cop o' a brie: note i n  SP!' I,.ia'.i 1g63. Y .~ 

- 3 90 ;r phofs of c~.mp. 

4';:inbolt1:: note t o  The 'hes.  Aug.35. refd $0 i n  2 above. 

5. z l e t t e r   fro^. 3'inbolt r pers caqp (irith ny i n k e  co-?cent that  3ox h22 got 

h i s  k. f i r s t  ! ) 

0.11~ oi;.er re f .  *Pigers I kno:?. of :n- or' vrkich I have no F a r e  Copy 



F .  
?, i!:e survey o l  ih:: caqp i n  SX. 77. 8o p. 2 4 ~ . , F a ~ ~ e e i ; r i $ ~ I : f Q y C ; ; $ ~ & ~ l t y  a s  I 

6 -1 

ha' only a W compass fro:.: the 1st vvar ti14 tap- i n  hei.vily copse' co!i7itions. 
I t o l '  the  0.3. 'so t it an7 tliey a i -  it properly c.20 yrs  l a t e r .  I t r & . t o  get it sche3uled,witEou? success. 

,. , n,-r= 

& ,  / i s  a longer note I put i n  LiQ XIV. p.59. % i s  eas i ly  s-en,an3 i s  mainly about .,- 
1 tne rwps on ~ h i c h  the c:.mp i s  shewn. IIS it I mention -irheq &&so called 

( ~ ! ? . ~ 5 / 6 )  :>e7ieva1 ?otAPry Nas *, founl (20st survey) ,close t o  $7 ere  the ~e++q 

footpat leaves the ?: "i. s i -  " '-TI,- c p p .  2 s#$%&:Fe yay hive been some &l 
(? ~omane??eh.ng s tof 3 P..39)a-. 

foun--2.tions of a zwelling about hr l f  $vay betwen ti centre of the camp 

a?- i t s  Y -st val7.m where there i s  e 1S::le of winkle stone (3x -7arble) an- a large 
(proba31y some on the surface) 

lu-,:p o? pu-*i-ng stone ore.;t w ~ s  a,T$oini;lg t h i s  t h t  the me-7.pot. (above)was foun-,. 

I& ? i r s t  :'in7 here (see A SIC. 77.p248) a s  far  as  I remember went up t o  ?amlces 

then a t  the '31'. who - iagnose  ' t  a s ' a  mire' bag of' m4ieva.l(rnostl--) an7 

Poaan - ! r i t i sh l .  I -ant r e n e d x r  s ee i  7 t h i s  again. Ole -often 

-i- not. mv smviv  n; scraps -vere probably f rox  same lo t .  o r t u n a t e l y  I haa 
i n  1047. 

the two scraps of &C ( novr i n  3k museum). '::in3olt was &mays caref'ul t o  report  

1e~T s i t e s  any the i r  eviaence vrit-out de lay .po~s ib ly  to&y som? chaps,vrho si t  on 
who haf be t t e r  be nameless. 

things for years,might copy h im.  'Iheri i s  one well known archaeologist who i s  A 
s d  t o  have both h - s  baths f u l l  of pot &c ,his am an' s tuf '  sent for Jating. 

jo l ly  i?coqvenient , l i k e  the famous book collector i Lemes,who was f or414 t o  move 

t o  anoth-r house,because h i s  f i r s t  one was stackel t o  the roof with b,ol.s. 

1 remer~ber :;J- t h x i l l  ,,,hen I f i r s t  saw t h i s  eprthwork burieA i n  copse an7-A 

guesse7 it mizhl be EIA ,a most improbable i f  not unique camp i n  t h  ',Veezl~ Clay 

(not the muc,- more 3iverse an' and vest  :~eesls):rk+) r ing i  :g dezr  0 1 3  'Ilinbolt up. 

I am now old an7 lone an- h a p y  4-0 pass 0-1 t':'s no'est stuf?. 
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